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PiMPaqe C l ^ eyes aliandoned factory 

Officials concerned atmut chemicals, conditions at Meridian Automotive plant 
By Ron Hamilton 
Staff wrilBf 
Publislied Wednesday Novemlier 25 2009 2 41 PM US/eastem 

Federal environmental agency Inspectors are to Investigate conditions at an abandoned automotive 
parts factory on the north side of Shelbyville this moming after dty officials expressed concerns 
about toxic chemicals left behind when company officials dosed the doors last summer 

According to Shelbyville building commissioner Tom DeBaun and Hre Chief Todd Anderson, stacks of 
metal drums containing dangerous, toxic chemicals such as paint and sulphuric add were left behind 
at the Meridian Automotive Systems fadllty, 501 Northridge Drive, when offldais dosed down the 
plant the first weeic of July 

"WeVe contacted plant offldais, but they seemed less than concerned about the dangerous situation 
out there,' DeBaun told members of the SheU>yvilie Board of Public Worlcs and Safety Tuesday 
moming 

DeBaun said dty offldais contacted the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, which in 
tum contacted the federal Environmentai Protection Agency 

The EPA Is taldng the lead on this," DeBaun saM "They plan to do a walk-through inspectton, 
accompanied by members of our dty Are department As ftir as I know, they dont plan to take any 
immediate action, but they wiii make certain the property is secured when they leave ' 

When contacted by telephone. Meridian s company attorney, John Carroll, told The Sheibyvilie News 
that the property Is currently being held as coiiaterai In twnkruptcy proceedings 

'The situation out there should be resolved within 15 days," he said 

Local flreflglrters were unwilling to wait, however 

Anderson told dty offldais that dangerous chemicals have been left stacked in plies both Inside and 
outside the building, induding inside a hazardous materials shed located near the building ile also 
noted that the plant's Are sprinkler system was still full of water, even though the system has been 
inoperable for some time 

The Are chief expressed fears that water in the pipes wouM freeze In the unheated plant this winter, 
causing the pipes to crack, break and tose water 

'We re just trying to be proactive and prevent something bad from happening out there, espedaliy 
when the weather tums cold,' he said 

Amy SUIiman, the city s munidpai separate storm sewer system operator (MS4), told city offidals 
that a tank containing about 23 feet of water was left behind when the plant was abandoned She 
feared it also would fireeze and break this winter 
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The floor drains at the fadllty lead Into t lw dty s wastewater treatment system,' she saM 

According to DeBaun, plant offldais 'Just walked away from the fadlHy' when the business dosed 
down the first week of July, costing 295 workers their Jobs A month later, on Aug 11, company 
offldais flied for Chapter 7 bankruptcy liquidation Since that time, negligence on the part of company 
offldais h w forced dty street department emptoyees to take over mowing and maintenance of the 
property, dty offldais said 

As recently as three years ago, Merklian had 370 employees, according to the Shelby County 
Chamber of Commerce Business and Community Directory Meridian, headquartered in Alien Park, 
Mich , is a supplier of technokiglcaliy advanced metals, tttermoplastics and composite products with 
plants in Canada, Mexkso, MkMgan and others in Indiana, Induding one In Rushville The local plant 
supplied rubber or plastic mills, extniston dies, Injectton molds and console modules 
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